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SEMI-RELEVANT
I first heard about Ray Anderson before I even en­
rolled at Fuller. My college pastor, who was a student of 
his, spoke of him often, and I’d heard from other Fuller 
students about the impact he’d made on their lives.
I was thrilled when I learned he would teach a class on 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer at the Southern California regional 
campus in the Summer of 2007. I anxiously awaited the 
opportunity to meet this legendary professor in the flesh.
For five weeks a group of about 12 of us gathered in 
a classroom in Irvine on Tuesdays and Wednesdays and 
listened to Ray Anderson teach us about Bonhoeffer. He 
warned us on the first night of class that our lives would 
never be the same once we had taken this course- 
ing I know he often gave students 
at the start of a new quarter, and 
a warning that is reflective of An­
derson’s dedication to teaching. The 
warning proved to be appropriate, 
as those evenings in Irvine are still
-a warn-
among the most theologically formative times of my life. 
Dr. Anderson was a one-of-a-kind professor with an un­
quenchable passion to help his students connect theology 
with ministry. I am a different person today because I sat 
in his class.
This issue of the SEMI is devoted to Dr. Anderson’s 
memory, and features a selection of stories and quota­
tions from many of Dr. Anderson’s former students. If 
you knew him, you will relate to much of what is written 
in this issue. If you didn’t, I believe you will stillbein- 
spired by the remarkable stories you will read 
on these pages.
-Brian Kiley, SEM I Editor S
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Quadruplets and Accomplices
By Stephen W. Simpson
Editor’s Note: The following article 
originally appeared in Relevant 
Magazine Online in October, 2004.
Pro-life. Sanctity of 
life. It's a child not a 
choice. Choose life, 
your mother did.
Such are the mantras of evangelical 
Christians when it comes to the fate 
of unborn children. I used these 
slogans myself once, though I was 
never rabid about being pro-life. 
I didn’t picket abortion clinics or 
throw rotten produce at liberals, but 
it was a settled issue: abortions bad, 
babies good.
Then my wife became pregnant 
with quadruplets. Not long after the 
first ultrasound revealed four embryos, 
our physician told us about “selective 
reduction.” That’s a euphemism for 
aborting one or more of the babies in 
a multiple pregnancy. A quadruplet 
pregnancy is high risk for both the 
mother and the babies, and reducing 
to two or three embryos decreases 
the chance of complications. Our 
physician didn’t outright recommend 
selective reduction, but he told us 
that it was a common procedure in 
cases where there are more than three 
embryos.
Our first response was “no way.” 
Not only are my wife and I pro-life, 
we couldn’t stand the idea of aborting 
one of our kids.
Then we read the research. 
Seventy percent survival rate, but 
still no guarantee they’ll all make 
it. O f those that live, there’s a 50% 
chance of one or all of them having 
a major neurological problem. I’m 
not talking about just blindness or 
mental retardation; I’m talking about 
a child being born with half a brain 
and unable to function. That’s bad 
enough, but the danger to my wife 
terrified me. She would be at risk for 
diabetes and whole slew of maladies 
that I can hardly pronounce. The
medications required to help her 
carry so many babies could raise 
her blood pressure so much that she 
experiences heart failure. Death.
We had no idea what to do. Do 
we sacrifice one child in order to save 
the other three? If we did and had 
three healthy babies, would we feel 
guilty for the rest of our lives? If we 
didn’t reduce and some or all ended 
up dying or had severe disabilities, 
would we feel even worse? My wife 
and I both have Master’s degrees in 
Theology and Ph.D.’s in Psychology, 
but in that moment our educations 
were useless. Nothing we’d ever 
learned prepared us for this decision.
I started reading. I looked at 
everything from medical journals to 
Internet blogs for guidance. Nothing 
helped. The pro-life literature was also 
of a waste of time. It only talked about 
abortion in the case of someone who 
doesn’t want children. I saw nothing 
that discussed abortion when people
who do want children. All I got was 
clichés, rhetoric, and nothing that 
addressed the complexities of the 
decision we had to make.
The pro-lifer pundits also advised 
against using extreme fertility methods 
to get pregnant so you wouldn’t be 
faced with multiple embryos and a 
high-risk pregnancy. All my wife did 
was take a low dosage of a drug to 
regulate her ovulation cycles. When 
our physician prescribed the drug, 
he said, “Don’t worry, this doesn’t 
give you litters of kids.” Famous last 
stinkin words.
Over the next few weeks, we went 
nuts trying to make a choice. We 
did our best to comfort each other, 
but came no closer to a decision. We 
begged God to show us what to do. 
I even got mad at God once, telling 
Him, “This is the kind of decision 
Your supposed to make, not me.” I 
wanted God to let us off the hook, to
Continued, on Page 9
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Ray Anderson: Strengthener and Encourager
By Rich Erickson
In June of 1984, I 
attended my first 
official conference as 
a newly appointed 
administrator in the 
Seminary's Seattle 
"extension site" (as it 
was called then).
The two-day event for “extension 
people” was held in Pasadena, 
upstairs in the Congregational 
church on Walnut and Los Robles. 
Ray Anderson was asked to open the 
meeting with a “devotional” message.
I remembered Ray from my own 
student days, of course, but I had 
never had a course with him or spent 
time with him.
I clearly recall the message he 
brought us that morning twenty-five 
years ago. He drew our attention to 
Paul’s first missionary journey, and 
in particular to the way Paul and 
Barnabas, having traveled through 
central Asia Minor to the town of 
Derbe (Acts 14:20), could easily 
have continued eastward along the 
trade route over mountains to Tarsus 
and so back to Syrian Antioch, from 
which they had set out, making one 
big loop. But in spite of the abuse 
they had just suffered in Antioch 
of Pisidia, Iconium and Lystra, and 
in spite of the much longer journey 
it entailed, they turned back from 
Derbe to revisit Lystra, Iconium 
and Pisidian Antioch, in order to 
“strengthen the souls of the disciples 
and encourage them to continue 
in the faith” (14:21-22). He then 
likened what Paul and Barnabas had 
done to what we in “extension” were 
doing— going “back,” so to speak, to 
bring strength and encouragement 
to non-traditional students who had 
no opportunity to come to Pasadena 
or “Jerusalem” and attend graduate 
theology courses.
I never forgot that message. At
I the time, it inspired me with a new i 
vision of what I had come to do at 
Fuller, stationed out in the far-flung 
hinterland of the Pacific Northwest, 
instead of at home in “Antioch.” I 
went to my new task strengthened 
and encouraged.
Almost twenty years later, Ray 
made one of a number of his trips 
to Seattle to teach a course for us. I 
was personally at a rather low point 
in my “career”, at least in terms 
of vision and energy. I had been 
contemplating moving on to some 
new challenge, though I did not 
know what. I had breakfast with Ray 
at his hotel the day he was to return 
to Pasadena and I confided in him 
my discouragement. He sat quietly 
and listened. Then he said, “You 
decide yourself what you want to 
do, make it known, and do it.” As I 
drove back to the office, after saying I 
goodbye, I thought, Am I allowed 
to do that?!’ I had become so bogged 
down in my routines that I had lost
track of my calling. That brief word 
from Ray Anderson was a pivot point 
for me. As it turned out, with scarcely 
a murmur on my part— not much 
“more” than writing out a prayer on 
paper, my circumstances radically 
changed within just a few months 
of that conversation. A wholly new 
challenge fell into my lap, still within 
the Fuller community, one that has 
proven to be enormously satisfying 
for me.
I had really very little contact or 
personal interaction with Ray during 
the thirty-some years I’ve been 
connected with Fuller, but when he 
left us this summer, I told the Lord 
how much he had meant for me in 
the few encounters I’d had with him. 
I wish I had told Ray, but by now he 
probably knows. 0
Dr. Richard Erickson (PhD 
'80) is an associate professor 
of New Testament for Fuller 
Online and Fuller Seminary 
Northwest
C C Ray Anderson was a generous colleague — someone who cared for the best | 
interests o f other faculty, who sharedfreely ofhis expertise, who was 
flexible and helpful whenever possible in assisting students, and who J 
was non-possessive o f his courses. His absence makes me the poorer as a | 
faculty person. Ray was also a master teacher who mentored and shaped j 
literally thousands o f students. Following him in teaching theology to | 
psych students, la m  aware o f how important his work was in helping our I 
students ground their therapy and counseling in the Christian faith. His J 
approach was pastorally sensitive, culturally rooted, open to risk-taking, |  
and grounded both in Scripture and in the tradition. He is missed.
Robert K. Johnston, SOT Professor of Theology and Culturecc Ray Anderson was a spiritual director to me for my last year as a Fuller i 
student. He was uncomfortable with that title and with any suggestion J 
o f a formula that might be attached to it. So was I, which made us a 1 
pair. We usually met over breakfast, and somewhere between the coffee, |  
the eggs, and potatoes, God met us. What I  most admired about Ray was I  
his erudite earthiness. I t was both parts, mixed together in his uniquely 1 
Barthian scramble that I  loved tasting and savoring on those mornings I  
together. I  came away renewed in the mystery and the confidence that I  
our Creator is also our Recreator: all o f life belonged. I t was always a fid im  
meal, and one I  am still digesting with thanksgiving.
Mark Labberton, SOT Professor of Preaching
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By Todd  Speidell
A Man of Great Influence and Great Care
At the end of eight 
years of college and 
seminary, I prepared 
forordination exams, 
and Ray Anderson's 
theology courses 
continued to guide 
me through various 
issues in theology 
and ministry.
When I was ordained, Ray agreed 
to preach at my service. He exhorted 
me, “You are not becoming a minister 
to serve the world—which leads to 
burnout, dropout, and copout!— but 
you are a servant of God, who sends 
you into the world.”
When I did my PhD degree with 
him, he encouraged me to write a 
dissertation that would serve as a 
foundation for my teaching and 
research, not one that would simply 
exist as another tome to add to
the library stacks. He asked me to 
give quarterly lectures, offer weekly 
tutorials, and grade papers, even 
though he also read and commented 
on all of his students’ papers.
When I became married, Ray 
agreed to fly cross-country and 
perform the wedding ceremony. 
Uncharacteristically, he shed a tear 
during the service. Even though the 
man had a wide and open heart, he 
didn’t normally wear his heart on his 
sleeve. When our daughter was born 
in traumatic medical circumstances, 
Ray called or emailed me weekly for 
months so that his church, Harbour 
Fellowship, could pray for her with 
the specific knowledge of what she 
faced each week. When my marriage 
dissolved, Ray was present to counsel 
me and proclaim the presence of the 
risen Christ for me.
Ray Anderson’s influence extended 
well beyond the classroom and even 
beyong his office (and his door was 
always open to students). Whenever 
I needed him, he was there, ready to 
talk and listen and help me see things 
in a way that helped me as a fellow 
Christian and fellow human. He 
was a friend, and there are so many 
of us who are different persons and 
ministers because of his ministry. He 
encouraged us to serve God first and 
foremost, in the midst and center of 
life.
Ray was not content simply to 
be our professor, even though he 
was a very lively and engaging man 
in the classroom; he was also, and 
most dearly, our mentor, pastor, and 
friend. I miss him, and I often think 
of what he has meant to me over the 
past three decades of my life and 
ministry. S
Dr. Todd Speidell (MDIv '83,
PhD '86) is the editor of Par­
ticipate: The Journal of the 
Thomas F.TorranceTheoloigcal 
Fellowship, and the director of 
a college prep academy.
• I  first met Ray as a beginning theology student in Fuller’s Phoenix 
extension, many more years ago than I  want to count! Willing to fly 
out every other weekend, he was our theology professor. I t was myfirst- 
ever Fuller course, and we plunged right into Barth, Thielicke and 
T.F Torrance -  reading that was fa r richer and more rigorous than 
anything I ’d  experienced —and into lecture-discussions that invited us 
to expand our minds and hearts. The incamational theology opened 
to me went to the heart o f questions about God’s goodness and reality. 
He gave us the picture o f a God *j‘great enough” to be humble, who 
works through barrenness, who dwells in the midst o f his people and 
gives us a share in Christ’s ministry through the Spirit. These and 
many more themes have shaped my life and faith.
As one o f Ray’s TA’s, I  repeatedly was privileged to share in students’ 
struggle and delight with his classes. Who could forget the Sarah case, 
for instance, with its question o f‘where is God in the face o f tragedy?’ 
I f  we begin with Jesus, we catch sight o f a God who stands with 
humanity over against life’s assaults, as Advocate o f the brokenhearted. 
God with us — in our humanity, with all its ambiguity o f tragedy and 
betrayal, where sometimes hope does not prevail and people take life 
in their hands to destroy it. Is there really a God who can deal with 
us? The God whom Ray opened to us in the person o f Jesus is precisely 
this -  a God who is “big enough” to become nothing, to take on real 
human flesh in order to turn it inside out and back to God.
I  have always been inspired by Ray’s drive and focus, his dedication to 
his calling and his ability to draw out the implications o f incarnation 
for all o f life. Recently I  realized that Ray was, above all, a person 
around whom “church” came into being — especially in that he made 
a place for those who experienced difficulty with Christian faith  or 
church in the forms they had previously known. Ray intimately knew 
the God who takes on human flesh and overturns our assumptions 
about who God should be. Iam  so thankful to have been able to learn 
from him. ,
Susan Buckles, MA'88, PhD'01
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A Eulogy in Memory of Dr. Ray S.
Ray S. Anderson passed away 
June 21, 2009. For many years 
Professor of Theology and Ministry 
at Fuller Seminary, Anderson was a 
theologian who never ceased to be a 
pastor. I speak from experience as a 
student of Anderson’s, beginning at 
Fuller Seminary, but extending for 
many years beyond. When reading 
any of his many books, I am always 
struck by both the depth of insight 
and the almost joyful playfulness for 
the ministry of theology. Theology 
is ministry itself, a ministry of 
meditating upon the gospel of the 
unconditional grace of God in Jesus 
Christ, but ministry itself is also 
theology; true ministry, the ministry 
of God, always precedes and governs 
theology.
For over thirty years, Ray 
Anderson wrote a body of work that 
is remarkable in its ability to awaken 
both theology and the church to a 
theology that actually intersects with 
the ministry of the church, and a view 
of ministry that dwells in a deep place
of reflection. Anderson’s lectures were 
for many years a refuge of grace for 
weary students who were bounced 
back and forth in seminary classes 
from studying academic, critical 
disciplines in one to learning pastoral 
and ministry skills in another, with 
little integration of the two. Most of 
all, in the midst of personal crises, 
students found in Anderson’s lectures 
(and pastoral counsel) grace to help in 
time of need. Unconditional grace was 
not just a doctrine for Anderson, but 
the way that he responded to people, 
even in their weaker moments. For 
what Anderson meant by a theology 
of ministry is not simply a thin 
veneer of Bible verses justifying the 
typical, prosaic ministry program of 
a congregation. Rather, his theology 
of ministry was truly incarnational, 
the Word penetrating deeply into our 
flesh, the flesh of the whole person, 
involving spiritual, emotional, and 
physical turmoils. That is where Jesus 
Christ meets us, not in a ministry of 
our own creation, but in participating
in his continuing ministry, God’s 
ministry.
The Cambridge theologian Donald 
Mackinnon spoke of the “nervous, 
restless quality” in Anderson’s thought, 
for he often viewed himself as a 
“maverick” theologian. Anderson is 
doubly challenging in that he refused 
to allow for a theology that does 
not partake, like the incarnation, of 
actual human flesh; the human flesh 
of human dilemmas, perplexities,
Ray (right) was the 500th gradu- m 
ate of Fuller Theologcal Semi­
nary (pictured here with Fuller's 1 
founder, Charles E. Fuller).
« Ray had an amazing impact on me and my theological paradigm. I  first met Ray in his course at Fuller on 
Bonhoeffer. The course has served me and my theological depth well. Ray was also an incredible comfort to my 
wife and I  during our years o f infertility. We had many conversations overfood and coffee about God's grace 
and his work in my life even amidst a strong fight with sterility. His faith  andfocus on the heart o f God as 
open to our pain, rather than the cause o f it, grabbed andformed me in the most formidable ways.
Ray was always available. Every email I  sent him received a response within minutes. I  fondly remember 
asking him to be my doctoral reference. I  was a little intimated by requesting the approval o f such an esteemed 
scholar. Ray literally drew up a reference and sent it to me within minutes. His words have been such an 
encouragement to me, and have filled me with the hope that I  to am capable o f being a theologian for the 
church.
Ray'spassing is a wake up call to me and the life la m  called to live in andfor God. Ray once told me to live 
each day as i f  the parousia, the coming o f Christ, was approaching. He said never plan more than five years 
ahead, so that the days before you would not be wasted. Sadly I  wish I  could say I  live with such passion. Yet, 
the impact and lasting influence o f Ray in my life will be a continual lesson that life, in a world such as ours, 
can be lived fo r God andfor people without making one o f those realities isolatedfrom each other.
Ironically I  was reading Ray's doctoral dissertation as I  heard the news o f his passing. His words are as fresh 
and challenging today, and now carry a weight to them in light o f his passing, as the words that I  heard in 
the many lectures I  sat in. ^  ̂
Ian DiOrio, MDiv'08
1
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iderson (1925-2009) B y  C hristian D .  Kettler
C CAsIwas looking at seminaries to attend in 19971kept hearing amazing 
things about this “Dr. Anderson”from my father. My father had taken 
Rays theology class on the fam ily a t Fuller Southwest back in the mid- 
80 s, so a certain mythic expectation had been built up in my mind 
about D r Anderson, and I  was not disappointed. I  had the privilege 
o f taking four classes with Dr. Anderson during my time at Fuller, but 
what I  remember most is his real pastoral touch, and the time he took 
to meet with me personally for coffee, answer emails and encourage me 
in my exploration o f fa ith  and ministry. He always reminded me o f the 
importance o f “praxis” and that our academic pursuits in theology must 
be lived out in ministry. Thank you, Dr. Anderson...you are missed.
Rhett Smith, MDiv'03, MFT '07
and ambiguity. I remember well Ray 
Anderson telling a class that one 
must always be open to a “doctrine of 
ambiguity.” How difficult was it for 
us conservative evangelical students 
to hear that! But we came to realize 
that the ambiguity rightly exists in our 
limited and fallen understandings, 
not in God.
After a pastorate, a PhD, and 
college teaching, Ray Anderson joined 
the faculty of Fuller Theological 
Seminary in 1976. As theological 
mentor for Fuller Seminary’s growing 
Doctor of Ministry program, 
Anderson assembled the massive 
anthology, Theological Foundations 
for Ministry (1979). Not content 
with a “cafeteria” theology, Anderson 
presented a coherent theology based 
on the Trinity and the incarnation, 
including generous selections from 
Barth, Bonhoeffer, Thomas and 
James Torrance, and others including 
the most ecclesiologically dynamic 
sections of Historical Transcendence 
and the Reality o f God, his Ph.D 
dissertation at Edinburgh under 
Thomas Torrance. O f special note is 
the essay by Anderson, “A Theology 
of Ministry”, in which he lays out the 
significance of ministry preceding and 
governing theology, not the opposite, 
based on an incarnational theology 
in which God is “on both sides” of 
both revelation and reconciliation. 
Reconciliation, like all of God’s 
ministry, is not to be left up to us! 
Such an anthology signaled to many 
that a new way of integrating theology 
and ministry was being proposed that 
did not simply try to find a lowest 
common denominator in ethical 
values or pastoral practice, but was 
based on the richness of the triune life 
of God revealed in Jesus Christ. This 
theology was not afraid to embrace 
the human, as messy as that might 
often be in the realities of ministry. 
Regular participation in psychology 
integration seminars attested to that.
An issue of Edification: Journal o f the 
Society for Christian Psychology (Vol. 1, 
Issue 2, 2007) was dedicated to Ray. 
Anderson’s article, “Toward a Holistic 
Psychology: Putting All the Pieces in 
their Proper Place” and was followed 
by critical responses by psychologists, 
philosophers, and theologians.
The incarnational imperative 
for the humanization of the world 
(including the church!) drove 
Anderson increasingly into questions 
of a theological anthropology. The 
fruit of Anderson’s thinking came 
in 1982 with the publication of On 
Being Human: Essays in Theological 
Anthropology, followed by the ground­
breaking work with Dennis Guernsey, 
On Being Family: A  Social Theology o f 
the Family (1984). I don’t think that 
Karl Barth’s profound writings on 
the doctrine of humanity had ever 
been mined so thoroughly in light 
of pastoral and ministry practice. Yet 
Anderson certainly remained his own 
man. As a seminarian at the time, I 
remember vividly the excitement of 
Anderson’s terse yet provocative prose, 
bursting with genuine theological 
and ministerial potential. Not easy 
to digest for some, but for many, 
Anderson’s continuing “nervous, 
restless quality” was the stimulation 
to believe in the continued healing 
power of a trinitarian-incarnational
theology. Many a Fuller Seminary 
student can attest to practically 
stumbling into a Ray Anderson 
class week upon week, beaten up by 
life’s events, desperately seeking the 
grace of God, and finding it in Ray’s 
provocative and faithful witness to 
Jesus Christ.
Many other books have followed, 
while Ray was simultaneously 
preaching every week at Harbour 
Fellowship in Huntington Beach. 
Ray never stopped being a pastor, 
especially with students at Fuller. His 
door was always open. His example 
will always be with us; a theologian 
who not only taught the incarnation, 
but lived it.
Some of this was derived from a more 
lengthy eulogy for Ray Anderson 
on “Faith and Theology,” the blog 
of Benjamin Myers (http://faith- 
theology.blogspot.com/). 0
Dr. Christian Kettler (MA '81, MDiv, PhD'86) is Professor 
of Theology and Philosophy and Director of the Master 
of Arts Program in Christian 
Ministry at Friends University 
in Wichita, KS. He is the au­
thor of the forthcoming book 
Reading Ray 5. Anderson:
Theology as Ministry, Minis­
try as Theology.
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By Allen C orbenThe Tireless Mentor
I arrived at Fuller in 
1986, and in my first 
quarter I audited 
a course with Ray 
Anderson.
I also joined his reading group, 
where half a dozen people would 
meet and discuss a chapter a week 
of whatever book he was reading: 
Frank Lake’s Clinical Theology, 
Margurite Shuster’s Power, Pathology 
and Paradox, or Arthur Miller’s 
After The Fall. After a few more 
courses, I discovered that several of 
his regular Teaching Assistants (TA) 
were graduating, and I approached 
him, hoping to be considered as a 
replacement. He reviewed several of 
the papers I had written for him, and 
accepted. I was his TA for more than 
ten years.
I loved the job. O f course, the 
hard part was always grading student 
papers. Ray made that easier, in that 
he read and made comments on 
each paper after I had. In this way,
I never felt I had to grade according 
to someone else’s standard. Ray let 
me be the bad cop, and then he got 
to be the good cop, and I rarely got 
complaints.
The best part of the job was being 
the lifeguard. “My job is teaching 
you how to swim,” said Ray. “The 
TAs are there to make sure you don’t 
drown.” Ray felt that this was best 
achieved during personal interaction. 
So, for two to four hours every week, 
I would sit with those students who 
wanted to talk about what came up 
in the lecture, what issues the case- 
study exam questions raised, and 
what the implications of both were 
outside seminary. Sometimes students 
would come upset, certain that they 
had just heard something heretical. 
Sometimes they would be confused, 
not certain whether or not what they 
thought they heard was what Ray had 
intended to say. Sometimes they came
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excited, as they had grasped one of 
Ray’s ‘key ideas.’ Ray always told the 
students that his goal for the course 
was to give the student three or four 
ideas that would unlock theological 
problems for the rest of their lives. 
“At about $300 per idea, that’s still a 
bargain,” he’s say, smiling.
A friend of mine, Graeme Sellers, 
had taken classes with Ray, and 
they had often discussed basketball; 
specifically, the Phoenix Suns 
(Graeme’s hometown) and the Los 
Angeles Lakers. They would tease back
and forth about the teams. During 
one visit from Phoenix, I arranged 
dinner with Graeme and Ray, and we 
all met down at the Anderson home 
in Huntington Beach. As we arrived, 
Ray quickly shuffled us into the living 
room, because “The GAME is on!”
“What game?” asked Graeme.
“The Suns-Lakers game,” said 
Ray.
“I didn’t realize they were playing 
tonight!”
“Game’s almost over!”
We watched the last four minutes 
of the game, and the Lakers pulled 
out a last minute win over the Suns. 
Then Ray stepped to the VCR and 
shut off the tape. It was a recorded 
game from some time ago, kept for 
just this occasion, cued to just that 
moment, just for Graeme. Ray had a 
sense of humor.
What I loved about Ray, why I 
call him my theological mentor, is 
encapsulated in a story he told in 
class. A woman in his congregation 
had a friend who had left the church, 
and wanted to know if Ray would 
meet her. Ray said yes, and when 
the friend arrived, Ray discovered 
that she had lost a child to an illness, 
and that at the memorial service, her 
pastor had made the statement that 
‘God had taken the fairest child of 
the strongest family of the church 
home in order to bring revival to 
the church’ and had given an altar 
call and that many people had come 
forward. Ray told us that the woman 
said she hadn’t been back to church 
since.
“She then began to rail against 
God, that it was cruel and hateful 
for God to have done that. I came 
out from behind my desk, pulled up 
a chair next to her, and for an hour 
we both railed against God. I said to 
myself “God, you are on your own on 
this one.” We called God ‘unworthy, 
despicable, immoral.’ At the end of 
the hour, this woman slumped back 
in her chair, took a deep breath, 
sighed heavily and said:
“I’m not really angry at God... 
I’m really angry at that pastor.”
“I have another hour,” I said.
Ray concludes that story by saying 
that after the woman left, he had 
to reflect theologically about what 
he had done. What did it mean for 
the pastor to have come and joined 
the woman in her diatribe against 
God? That reflection produced good 
insights, good pastoral care, and a 
better theology. That story, and many 
like it, struck me deeply, and begin
to speak of why I love Ray Anderson.
Allen Corben (MA '88) Is the 
Assistant Registrar at Fuller.
He served as a teaching assis­ BFiarJI
tant for Dr. Anderson for over
ten years.
Quadruplets
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write something on the wall. This 
decision was too hard for a punk like 
me.
Finally, we talked to Ray 
Anderson, professor of Systematic 
Theology at Fuller Seminary, where 
I teach Psychology. He offered more 
wisdom than we’d found anywhere 
else. However, he didn’t make us feel 
any better and he certainly didn’t tell 
us what to do.
Ray said that it was impossible for 
us to make the “right” decision. We 
could only make the best decision in a 
situation where there was no obvious 
choice. He told us that either choice 
involved potential guilt and loss. We 
might have to ask forgiveness from 
God regardless of what we chose. He 
said that facing this sort of decision 
is part of being a Christian, part of 
living responsibly in a fallen world. 
Nowhere in the Bible does God 
promise us a pain-free existence. 
He doesn’t call us to a life of simple 
choices with predictable outcomes. 
But He does call us to be like Christ. 
Jesus had to make agonizing choices, 
and he was sometimes afraid. He even 
asked His Father to save Him from 
the painful journey to the cross. God 
didn’t do it. To be like Christ doesn’t 
mean an easy road. It often means 
making decisions that you know will 
result in suffering.
Whoopee.
But Ray told us something else. 
He said that, whatever we chose, he 
would be our “accomplice.” He said 
that, not only would he support our 
decision, but that we could tell other 
people that he was in on it. If we 
decided to reduce one of the embryos, 
we could tell anyone that Professor 
Ray Anderson had joined us in our 
decision. We wouldn’t be shouldering 
the burden alone. Ray share 
responsibility for whatever spiritual, 
emotional, or physical consequences 
ensued. That made us feel less alone. 




By C ourtney Bacon
Many obligations compete for our time and energy in seminary. Yet, I am reminded that 
Jesus himself would often retreat to a lonely place and pray (I.e. Luke 4.42,5.16,6.12). In 
the Gospel of Luke, Jesus instructs his disciples to pray for more laborers in the harvest, field 
(10.2). He also encourages them to ask, seek, and knock and doors will be opened for them 
(11.9-10). In Luke 22 Jesus instructs both Peter and the sleeping disciples at Gethsemane to 
pray for the ability to withstand temptation. When Jesus tells the parable of the persistent 
widow in Luke 18, he reminds the disciples that they "should always pray and not give up."
Sometimes prayer seems like one more activity we ought to be doing, but Jesus shows us 
that prayer is not an obligation at all; it is an opportunity to rest. In Luke, time spent in prayer 
is time well spent, producing guidance (6.12), revelation (9.28), and the ability to withstand 
temptation and remain faithful to God's will. I encourage all of us to retreat for personal and 
corporate times of prayer this quarter. On Saturday, October 17th, Fuller will host a morning, 
prayer retreat at the beautiful Arboretum in Arcadia. We welcome you to join us! For more 
information or to pre-register contact the Student Life Office at 626-584-5435.0
so than political slogans or gory 
pictures of aborted babies.
Maybe that’s what the world needs 
from us. We make the Christian life of 
“family values” sound so simple. Trust 
me, it’s not. My kids haven’t even 
been born yet, and I’m already faced 
with gut-wrenching decisions. While 
morals and Biblical truths need to be 
proclaimed without shame, maybe we 
have another responsibility. Maybe we 
need to come alongside people facing 
decisions that are overwhelming. We 
need to be an accomplice during their 
darkest hour. Whether it’s a pregnant 
teenager, a homosexual, someone 
facing divorce, or anyone who feels 
that it’s impossible to make the right 
decision, we need to let them know 
that we’re in it with them until the 
end. If we do, maybe they’ll see 
Jesus.
I’d like to end with that last 
sentence, but you’re probably 
wondering what we decided. I won’t 
keep you in suspense. We’re going for 
all four. But don’t pat me on the back. 
Intellectually, we concluded that 
reduction would probably be the best 
thing, but emotionally we couldn’t go 
through with it. After we saw them 
moving, practically dancing, on the
last ultrasound, we couldn’t bring 
ourselves to sacrifice any of them. 
Someone told us that we were brave, 
but that’s not how it feels. I feel weak. 
I wonder if my wife and kids are at 
risk because I don’t have the stomach 
for selective reduction. It has nothing 
to do with politics or theology, I just 
couldn’t stand the thought of not 
giving those little dancing babies a 
chance.
As I’m writing this, my wife is in 
her seventeenth week of pregnancy. 
We don’t know what’s going to happen 
and we still don’t know if we made the 
best decision. You won’t find a blurb 
at the end of this article that says, 
“Steve, Shelley, and their four babies 
are all healthy and happy.” This isn’t 
a morality tale. I would never think 
less of anyone who made a different 
decision than we did. In fact, if you 
do, I’ll be your accomplice. Especially 
if you know where I can find cheap 
diapers. 0
Or. Stephen Simpson is the Di­
rector of Clinical Training and 
Assistany Professor of Clinical 
Psychology in SOP He and his 
wife are now the parents of 
four healthy four year-olds.
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A N N O U N C EM EN T
F A L L  OCT 17 | W IN T ER  JAN 23  | S P R IN G  APR 17
F U L L E R  P R A Y E R  R E T R E A T S  at the A R B O R E T U M
C O S T : $10 for students with ID M E E T IN G  LO C A T IO N : Fuller Catalyst
$12 for non students Third Saturday of the quarter
8:30  a . m .  - 1 2 :3 0  p . m .
RETREAT LEADERS: Chris Murphy and Courtney Bacon. For more info or to pre-register 
contact the Student Life Office at 626.584.5435 or sls-office@fuller.edu.
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FULLER HAPPENINGS
IS YOUR HUSBAND A NEW STUDENT AT FULLER? 
All student wives are invited to join 
SUPPORT, the Bible study, prayer 
and fellowship group just for you!
SUPPORT has two distinct meeting times, 
so choose the one that is best for you or come 
try both:
Wednesday Mornings, 9:00—11:00 a.m. 
Pasadena Presbyterian Church, 3rd floor. 
(Corner of Colorado Blvd. and Madison 
Ave.) Childcare is provided for children 0-5 
years.
-or-
Thursday Evenings, 7:00—9:00 p.m . Chang 
Commons. Fuller housing complex on N . M ad­
ison. Theme Room 2. (Enter from the Oak­
land side, through the tot lot.) No childcare 
provided.
For more information contact: Heather 
Henry at 415.497.9194. heatherhenry44@ 
yahoo.com.
WE W ANT YOUR B LO O D ! Our fall quarter blood 
drive in partnership with the Huntington 
Hospital is around the corner. Join us on 
Tuesday, October 28, 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. in Payon 101. Sign up by emailing 
Jackie at jackie.baca-geary@huntingtonhos- 
pital.com or Carmen at sls-director@fuller. 
edu. All staff, faculty, and students are en­
couraged to support this blood drive. Those 
who donate will receive a FREE t-shirt or ice 
cream certificate.
DISABILITY SEATIN G  ACCOM M ODATION The Ac­
cess Services Offices (ASO) appreciates your 
cooperation in ensuring that chairs and desks 
labeled “ASO Disability Seating Accomoda­
tion: DO N O T REMOVE“ are left in their
SERVICES
EARN FREE M ARY KAY PRO D U C TS !* W hy cut skin 
care or makeup from your budget or sacrifice 
quality when you can earn FREE products 
throwing a Mary Kay party? Since I come 
to you, there’s no hassling with store crowds 
or parking or trying to find a salesperson. I 
can offer free samples and recommend the 
products tailored to your and each of your 
friends’ skin, styles and wallets! Contact me 
to set up your party today. That’s Beauty on a 
Budget! Joanie Frymire, www.marykay.com/ 
jfrymire, 559.301.1220, jfrymire@marykay.
com. *with$200 in  total sales and one booking.
The Services section of the SEMI is for announcing 
services and events not offered by Fuller. Individuals are 
personally responsible for evaluating the quality and type 
of service before contracting or using it. The SEMI and Stu­
dent Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee 
any of the services listed.
designated places. Questions can be directed 
to ASO at 626.584.5439, or at aso-coordina- 
tor@fuller.edu.
TICKETS TO A M U S E M EN T  PARKS Student Life and 
Services sells discounted tickets to Disney­
land (1 day, 1 park: $66 adults, $58 child), 
Lego Land (2 day: $45), SeaWorld (2 day: 
$53 adult, $47 child) and Universal Studios 
(1 day: $49, annual pass: $68). Purchase 
your tickets (cash or check only) at our office 
on the 2nd floor of Kreyssler Hall (above the 
Catalyst). For more info, call 626.584.5435.
7|g|: (|Ip .
c o n tr ib u te™  THE SEMI
Feel like contributing words, 
photography or art to the SEMI?
Let us hear from you!
E-m ail:
semi-editor@fuller.edu
Now available on Portico, a confidential and secure way 
to submit your requests and pray for community submissions. 
Prayer requests are delivered directly to the Pastoral Care Team 
with the option to post your submission for community prayer.
Ministry Enrichment Seminars 
from Field Education
Contact: Parimal Roy 
626.584.5595, fe-advisor2@fuller.edu
Spiritual Formation, Sexuality and 
Ministry
Presenter: CissyBrady-Rogers, LMFT,
Spiritual Director, Adjunct Professor at the
Graduate School of Psychology at Azusa
Pacific University
Tim e: Tuesday, October27
1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
Place: Payton 101
CPE Day at Fuller
Presenter: Panel of Clinical Pastoral Educa 
tion (CPE) Students and Supervisors 
Tim e: Wednesday November 11 
11:00 a.m.-l :00 p.m.
Place: Payton 101
Legal Issues in Church Counseling 
Presenter: Mr. Dennis Kasper 
Tim e: Thursday November 19 
3:00p.m.-5:00p.m.
Place: Conference Room 220 
(2nd floor, 490 E. Walnut St.)
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$15 (lunch and materials)*
Registration deadline:
October 8
♦ DISCOVER who God is for us, 
and who we are for God
♦ DISCERN our gifts and 
callings through group 
spiritual direction
♦ DEEPEN our growth through 
listening, prayer, and 
reflection together**
Registration and Questions:




Subsidies available (based on need)
* Vocational Discernment Small Groups forming now; attend workshop to join
Fuller Student Life and Services 
Office of Vocational Discernment & Career Services
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